IGSHPA News

IGSHPA Keeping you in the Loop

Events At A Glance
August 28, 2026: Dig Deeper with Dr. Xiaobing Liu
Sept. 2 & 9, 2026: GSHP Commercial System Design Training (Virtual)
Sept. 15-17, 2026: GSHP Residential System Design Training (Virtual)

STAY UP TO DATE ON OUR UPCOMING EVENTS WITH OUR
EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: https://igshpa.org/calendar/

Got an event you want to see on the IGSHPA calendar? Let us
know!

Email Sally Stephens at Sally@igshpa.org

Message from the Executive Director

Welcome to the August newsletter! According to NOAA (National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration), July 2026 was the warmest month on record
for the contiguous U.S., and the global record was tied with July 2024.
Imagine how building space conditioning is impacting the electric grid,
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especially as data centers are scaling. Meanwhile, the constant ground
temperatures are readily available for the summer heat rejection. If you're not
currently active in the Ground Source (Geothermal) Heat Pump Industry today,
there’s never been a better time to get up to speed quickly with IGSHPA's
brand new training modules (https://igshpa.org/training-certification/) or to
join as a member to support IGSHPA's efforts in the industry
(https://igshpa.org/membership-new/). If you just want to “stick your toe in
the water”, check out our free GEO 101 course (https://igshpa.org/geo-101-
trng/) before diving in deeper.

As you may know, IGSHPA board members are all volunteers, who have a
passion for this industry. IGSHPA staff recently interviewed board members
to ask why IGSHPA is important to them. Tom Rukowski, elected to the board
last Fall, puts it this way ... “Staying active and informed is vital in remaining
an industry expert. By renewing your commitment to IGSHPA, you have a
voice in how our industry will evolve.” Sometimes we need to be reminded just
how important it is to support the industry through business membership and
employee training. If you're already a business member, thank you! If not, we
would love to discuss the benefits with you.

As we move into Fall and the weather gets more tolerable (hopefully!),
September and October are great opportunities for training. You'll find many
new self-paced online modules (https://igshpa.org/training-certification/) to
learn about the technology or refresh your skills if you've taken IGSHPA
training in the past. Training has changed significantly since the beginning of
2026, especially since all of the new training modules are based upon the
2025 edition of the bi-national (Canada and U.S.) C448 design and installation
standard (https://igshpa.org/standards/), which has significant updates
compared to the 2016 edition. You may not know that IGSHPA sunset it's
2017 Design and Installation Standards when the latest edition of C448 was
published. Now’s the time to learn about minimum requirements for design
and installation, new hydrostatic pressure testing processes, new piping
materials, new heat transfer fluids, and much more to increase your
knowledge of the industry.

Thank you for reading August’s newsletter, and stay cool like the Earth!
Sincerely,

Jeff Hammond
Executive Director
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International Ground Source Heat Pump Association
jeff@igshpa.org

New on the IGSHPA Blog
Look for new content every Monday!

The Road to 10%
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IGSHPA Board of Directors Jack DiEnna and Dona Kyler updated a document
created by GEO-NII (Geothermal National & International Initiative) a few years
ago to reflect the current market.

This new strategic briefing helps support IGSHPA's and GeoExchange’s work
promoting GSHP technology by providing a grid stability solution with a
number of references to reports from 2006 to 2025 that clearly demonstrate
advantages to the grid, energy security, and savings to building and home
owners.

Review the latest “Road to 10%” Strategic Briefing here:
https://igshpa.org/wp-
content/uploads/Strategic_Briefing_The_Road_to_10_Percent.pdf

How Utility-Owned Ground Source Heat Pump Networks Are
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Reshaping the Industry

Something structural is shifting in the thermal comfort market. The utility-
owned ground source heat pump network has moved from pilot curiosity to
funded infrastructure. Utilities and their regulators in New York,
Massachusetts, Colorado, and Minnesota are now treating ground heat
exchangers as ratepayer assets. That single accounting shift ripples outward
fast. It touches project scale, design documentation, drilling schedules, and
workforce demand.

For contractors and engineers, the entity on the other side of the table is
changing. For developers and architects, the timeline for thermal service is
changing too. Here is what that shift actually means for the people doing the
work. Read more here: https://igshpa.org/igshpa-blog/utility-owned-ground-
source-heat-pump-network/

A Primer on Third-Party Ownership of Ground Source Heat

Pump Models
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The third-party ownership ground source heat pump model is changing who
holds the keys on large projects. Developers, campuses, and housing
authorities want the comfort and resilience that ground source heat pump
systems deliver. Many of them do not want to own, operate, and maintain a
Ground Heat Exchanger (GHX) for the next fifty years. That gap opened the
door for a different kind of owner

Utilities, infrastructure funds, and specialized service companies now take
title to the GHX, the heat pumps, or the full system. For engineers and
contractors, this shift raises the bar on design quality and documentation.
Read more here: https://igshpa.org/igshpa-blog/third-party-ownership-
ground-source-heat-pump/

2026 Town Hall & Dig Deeper Webinars

We are still taking submissions for our 2026 Town Hall and Dig Deeper
webinars. We encourage members to present at these webinars, which is a
great way to stay updated on the latest industry trends and products. To
submit an abstract, go to the events calendar at https://igshpa.org/calendar/.
We have also opened the 2026 webinars for sponsors. Since the webinars are
recorded, your logo stays around for a LONG time! Plus, your logo appears in
the e-mail campaigns and on social media, promoting the webinars. At
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only $400 per webinar, it's a real bargain! Contact us at info@igshpa.org for
more details.

August Dig Deeper

Join us Friday, August 28, 2026 at 10:30am CDT for our July Dig Deeper with
Dr. Xiaobing Liu.

This seminar will introduce GeoWISE, a publicly accessible, web-based
decision-support tool that streamlines the preliminary design and techno-
economic evaluation of geothermal heat pump (GHP) systems and district
geothermal heating and cooling networks. Using an automated workflow with
minimal user inputs, GeoWISE integrates building data, rapid building energy
model generation, GHP and ground heat exchanger (GHE) sizing, and cost
and savings analysis to compare geothermal solutions against baseline
HVAC systems. In the United States, users can start with a simple street
address to identify existing buildings from a database of over 125 million
records or define new construction by drawing a footprint and entering key
properties. Beyond single-building applications, GeoWISE simulates district
systems that connect multiple buildings via a shared water loop and
centralized borehole field, enabling thermal energy sharing that can improve
efficiency and reduce infrastructure requirements. GeoWISE also evaluates
building retrofit measures (e.g., insulation, air sealing, window upgrades)
alongside geothermal system design to reduce loads and optimize overall
project economics, enabling rapid screening and planning of GHP solutions
from individual buildings to campuses and communities.

Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9cb27c¢36-5275-
405f-a366-f55200970a2f@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

Dr. Xiaobing Liu is a Distinguished R&D
Staff member in the Energy Science and
Technology Directorate at Oak Ridge
National Laboratory (ORNL). He
currently leads the Thermal Energy
Storage Group and manages the Geo-
thermal Program at ORNL. With 25 years
of experience in developing technologies
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that enhance energy efficiency while _
maintaining thermal comfort in the built

environment, He has been an ASHRAE

Fellow since 2025. Dr. Liu's scholarly

work includes over 35 journal articles and more than 110 conference papers
and reports. He serves as the Research Committee Chair for the International
Ground Source Heat Pump Association (IGSHPA) and has previously held the
role of Research Subcommittee Chair at ASHRAE TC 6.8, concentrating on
Geothermal Energy Utilization and Energy Recovery. In recognition of his
exceptional contributions, Dr. Liu was a co-recipient of the Ritter Von Rittinger
Award from the International Energy Agency (IEA) Heat Pump Center in 2017.
He also received the Distinguished Service Award from ASHRAE in 2020, two
R&D 100 Awards (2022, 2025), and multiple Best Paper and Presentation
Awards at various conferences.

Register here: htips://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9cb27c¢36-5275-
405f-a366-f55200970a2f@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

All Town Hall & Dig Deeper recordings can be found on our
YouTube channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/c/igshpaOrg/videos

Sept. 2 & 9, 2026: GSHP Commercial System Design Training (Virtual)-
Participate in an instructor-led, interactive workshop where you will design
your own GSHP commercial system. You will engage in hands-on activities
and collaborative discussions throughout the course to strengthen skills and
elevate GSHP system designs.

With this training format, attendees participate in live, instructor-led sessions
virtually via desktop or laptop.

Virtual Instructor-Led Training provides the opportunity for attendees to
dialogue with their dedicated instructor and fellow participants for more in-
depth training on their specific subject.
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Workshop Schedule:

e September 02, 2026: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
e September 09, 2026: 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Special rates available for IGSHPA Members. For more info and to register
go here: https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/40000020/

Sept. 15-17, 2026: GSHP Residential System Design Training (Virtual)-
Participate in an instructor-led, interactive workshop where you will design
your own GSHP residential system. You will engage in hands-on activities and
collaborative discussions throughout the course to strengthen skills and
elevate GSHP system designs.

With this training format, attendees participate in live, instructor-led sessions
virtually via desktop or laptop.

Virtual Instructor-Led Training provides the opportunity for attendees to
dialogue with their dedicated instructor and fellow participants for more in-
depth training on their specific subject.

Special rates available for IGSHPA Members. For more info and to register
go here: https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/40000021/
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