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IGSHPA Keeping you in the Loop

Events At A Glance

April 24, 2026: IGSHPA Dig Deeper - David Diaz
May 13, 2026: IGSHPA Town Hall- Ryan Dougherty

May 20, 2026: Ontario Geothermal Association Conference

May 22, 2026: IGSHPA Dig Deeper- Geoff Ellison

STAY UP TO DATE ON OUR UPCOMING EVENTS WITH OUR
EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: https://igshpa.org/calendar/

Got an event you want to see on the IGSHPA calendar? Let us
know!

Email Sally Stephens at Sally@igshpa.org

Message from the Executive Director

Welcome to the April newsletter! In case you haven't noticed, there is a LOT
going on this month. We kicked off April with International Geothermal Month
(https://igshpa.org/news/april-igm/), which has created a lot of buzz about
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https://igshpa.app.neoncrm.com/track//servlet/DisplayLink?orgId=igshpa&emailId=3fd37add466476a2ffa5f3425dc9820f3m74642833fd&&linkId=411197&targetUrl=https://igshpa.org/news/april-igm/

the technology. Thanks to everyone for posting, reposting, and reacting to
IGM posts! Over the past two years, our social media stats have gone
“through the roof”. Help us keep up the promotion by joining in!

The other big news for April is the annual conference. We sold out the exhibit
hall this year and had over 400 attendees. There were 10 tracks, over 55
presenters and panelists, and 2 keynotes this year. Thank you to sponsors,
exhibitors, presenters, IGSHPA staff/board of directors and volunteers,
and most importantly, to attendees! Proceedings are online at
https://igshpa.org/2026-conference-proceedings/ if you would like to review
any of the presentations that you may have missed, while attending another
track.

Congratulations to our award winners this year! We had 3 new IGSHPA
Ambassadors, John Bailey of Climate Control Group, Bob Brown of
WaterFurnace, and Garen Ewbank of Ewbank Testing. Ambassadors show
continual leadership, support, and promotion of the GSHP industry and
become IGSHPA members for life. There were a lot of nominees for the
innovation and excellence awards. Congratulations to the winners, who
received the most votes from their peers, IGSHPA members!

e Commercial Innovation (1): Midwest Geothermal for Elliot Parc Multifamily
Project
e Residential Innovation (1): Dandelion Energy for Partnership with Lennar
Corporation on over 1500 new Colorado Homes Over the Next Two Years
e Awards of Excellence (3):
e Ryan Carda of Midwest Geothermal for Leadership in Training and
Standards for the GSHP Industry
¢ Richard Conkling of WaterFurnace for More than 25 Years of Dedicated
Membership and Leadership in IGSHPA and the Industry
e Donovan Gordon (retired) for Launching the NYS Clean Heat Program and
His Impact on Programs Throughout New York and the Country

o Exceptional Women in the Industry (1): Zeyneb Magavi of HEET for Her
Tireless Support of Thermal Energy Networks, Geothermal Heat Pump
Technology, and for Creating Opportunities for Collaboration with All
Stakeholders

The 2027 annual conference was announced at the 2026 conference last
week. Next year, we will be at the Ameristar again, but we are moving to a Fall
conference to help avoid scheduling conflicts with state and provincial
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association conferences. You'll want to save the date, September 20-22, 2027,
and bookmark the page to have the latest information at

https://igshpa.org/2027-igshpa-annual-conference/.

Thank you for your support of IGSHPA and the Ground Source (Geothermal)
Heat Pump industry! We certainly would not have the ability to hold
conferences, promotions, or events without our members! Have a great
Spring!

Sincerely,

Jeff Hammond

Executive Director

International Ground Source Heat Pump Association
jeff@igshpa.org

Thank you to everyone that was able to
attend our 2026 Conference!

This conference was one of our best yet! We had over 400
attendees, more than 55 speakers and panelists spread out over
10 tracks and a sold out Exhibit Hall! Thank you to our sponsors,
speakers, and volunteers that helped make this show a wild
success, we could not do this without your support.

If you attended the conference this year please fill out our survey
here: https://igshpa.org/conference-survey/ so we can continue
making improvements to bring you the best conference experience
possible!

2026 Presentations/Proceedings can be viewed on our website
here: https://igshpa.org/2026-conference-proceedings/. Photos
will be posted later this week.

Don't forget to get your CEUs in! Use this link to fill out the CEU
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form with all the amazing sessions you sat in on this year:
https://igshpa.org/conference-ceu-form/

Be sure to SAVE THE DATE for our 2027 Conference! We will be
back at the Ameristar for another great show next September 20-
22,2027.
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2026 Town Hall & Dig Deeper Webinars

We are still taking submissions for our 2026 Town Hall and Dig Deeper
webinars. We encourage members to present at these webinars, which is a
great way to stay updated on the latest industry trends and products. To
submit an abstract, go to the events calendar at https://igshpa.org/calendar/.
We have also opened the 2026 webinars for sponsors. Since the webinars are
recorded, your logo stays around for a LONG time! Plus, your logo appears in
the e-mail campaigns and on social media, promoting the webinars. At

only $400 per webinar, it's a real bargain! Contact us at info@igshpa.org for
more details.

April Dig Deeper

Join us April 24,2027 at 10:30 CT for our monthly Dig Deeper webinar! This
month we will hear from David Diaz, Chief Strategy Officer at Walker Blue.

This session will break down the most common Investment Tax Credit (ITC)
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pitfalls impacting geothermal and ground source heat pump projects, along
with the key opportunities developers should be leveraging in today’s evolving
tax landscape. We will cover real issues seen in the field, including prevailing
wage and apprenticeship missteps, aggregation challenges across multi-
building or district systems, domestic content uncertainty, and gaps in
documentation that can weaken a tax position. The discussion will also focus
on how to proactively structure projects, coordinate with design and
construction teams, and align with IRS guidance to maximize credit value and
reduce risk. Attendees will walk away with a clearer understanding of how to
navigate ITC complexity while positioning their projects for stronger, more
defensible outcomes.

Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/9edd3b79-02b0-
4bf2-95f0-e40cdf7cd70c@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

David Diaz is the Chief Strategy Officer at Walker
Blue, where he leads the firm's Energy Tax
Incentive and Energy Engineering practices. He is
a nationally recognized expert in the Investment
Tax Credit and the Section 179D Energy Efficient
Commercial Buildings Deduction, with more than
20 years of experience supporting energy and
infrastructure projects. David works with ESCOs,
CPAs, architects, engineers, and public-sector &
non-profit owners to structure and document ITC and 179D strategies that are
compliant, defensible, and aligned with project design and construction. He is
a frequent speaker on federal energy tax incentives and advises clients
nationwide on incentive optimization and risk management.

May Town Hall

Join us at 10:30 CT on May 13, 2026 for our monthly Town Hall! This month
we will hear from Ryan Dougherty, Executive Director of GeoExchange

who will be discussing the relaunch of Mission Geo, an awareness and
education campaign promoting the benefits of geothermal heating and
cooling.
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Mission Geo will be a platform to develop modeling, metrics, and decision-
support tools that position geothermal heating and cooling as grid-relevant
infrastructure. The aim is to support more engagement with utilities, state
regulators, energy offices, and other institutional stakeholders on peak
demand, avoided capacity, long-term affordability, and related policy and
planning issues.

Go here to register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/63bebba7-
3eba-4936-989f-b5c6d4ab4366@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

Ryan Dougherty is Executive Director
of the Geothermal Exchange
Organization, a national trade group
representing the geothermal heat
pump industry. He has extensive
experience in public policy and
governance, most recently serving as
Deputy Director of the lllinois
Healthcare and Human Services
Framework. A decade in public
service has helped inform his new
role as an ambassador for
geothermal heat pumps and building
decarbonization, helping policymakers and energy professionals understand
the technology’s potential.

Go here to register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/63bebba7-
3eba-4936-989f-b5c6d4ab4366@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

May Dig Deeper

Jon us at 10:30 CT on May 22, 2026 for our monthly Dig Deeper webinar! This
month we will hear from Geoff Ellison: What do Formula One and Ground
Source Heat Pumps have in common?

Formula One represents the peak of automotive engineering. Every
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component is optimized and monitored in real time: the power unit,
aerodynamics, drivetrain, and energy-recovery systems all work together to
deliver maximum performance. A modern F1 car costs upward of $16 million,
and even a momentary loss of traction or poor contact with the track can
destroy the race.

A ground heat exchanger (GHX) plays a similar role in a ground source heat
pump system. It is the system’s point of contact with the earth. If that
connection is not designed, installed, and verified correctly, the performance
of the entire system is at risk, no matter how good the heat pump, controls, or
building integration may be.

In F1, a tire problem can be fixed in under 3 seconds. In a ground source
system, a defective GHX is the nightmare scenario because the problem may
be buried beneath a building by the time the defect becomes obvious. In
commercial and campus-scale systems, this can mean millions of dollars in
remediation, downtime, or lost efficiency.

The FLoMaX automated GHX testing platform changes this risk profile. It
verifies loop integrity and confirms proper installation at the moment the GHX
is installed, reducing uncertainty and ensuring that a defective loop is never
commissioned. For designers, installers, and utilities looking to scale
geothermal heat pump deployment, early GHX validation is the difference
between F1-level performance and a failed race before the first lap is
complete.

Go here to register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2c74cc8d-
a132-4039-8693-f683a0ccf146@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

Geoff was originally a government -
o L 4
research scientist before moving into '

the environmental sector where he
became Technical Director of a
national waste management
company. In 1996 he set up a
consultancy practice specialising in
Environmental and Health & Safety
law which has now expanded into
seven integrated companies with the
philosophy of the ‘sustainable
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utilisation of natural resources.’ The

range of services offered includes

heat pumps, solar PV, battery storage and drilling for landfill gas, water
boreholes and GHXs for ground source heating and cooling. With support
from the Welsh government his Envirohire company has developed an
automated system for the testing of GHXs, at the point of installation and
before commissioning. The system has been patented in the UK, Hong Kong
and the USA with patents pending in Australia, Canada, China and Europe.
Geoff sits on the Technical & Standards committee of the British Drilling
Association.

Go here to register: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/2c74cc8d-
a132-4039-8693-f683a0ccf146@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

All Town Hall & Dig Deeper recordings can be found on our
YouTube channel here:
https://www.youtube.com/c/igshpaOrg/videos

Become a Geothermal Driller!
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- Geothermal Drilling Intensive (basic training for working on a drill site)
-> April 27-May 8, 2026 at Framingham State University (in Framingham, MA,
outside Boston)

- 2 weeks / 80 hours

-> Curriculum covers every aspect of geothermal drilling through classroom
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and drill site training

Introduction to the science behind geothermal boreholes and loop fields

The roles, requirements, and fundamentals of drilling boreholes,
including workplace protocol and safety

Drilling disciplines and how they react to different subsurface conditions

The lifecycle of the drilling process, from a single borehole to an entire
borefield

Critical thinking and overcoming tough drilling conditions

By the end of the training, you will have experienced drilling and shadowed
drilling boreholes to completion

-> Post-training opportunities may include a paid apprenticeship in the
geothermal industry, listing in GDA's database of trained candidates

Start your journey to become a competent driller: support yourself,
positively impact your community, and help deliver grid-efficient, safe,
and affordable heating and cooling to your neighbors!

To register your interest or learn more go
to https://geothermaldrillersassociation.org/upcoming-offerings

or email info@gdadrillers.org
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