IGSHPA News

IGSHPA Keeping you in the Loop

Events At A Glance
January 1 & 2, 2026: IGSHPA Offices CLOSED
January 14, 2026: IGSHPA Town Hall with Greg Kurtz
January 15, 2026: Enertech Hydronic Heat Pump Systems Webinar
January 15-23, 2026: GSHP Commercial Design Workshop- Virtual

January 23, 2026: Dig Deeper Webinar with Gaylord Olson

STAY UP TO DATE ON OUR UPCOMING EVENTS WITH OUR
EVENTS PAGE ON OUR WEBSITE: https://igshpa.org/calendar/

Got an event you want to see on the IGSHPA calendar? Let us
know!

Email Sally Stephens at Sally@igshpa.org

Message from the Executive Director
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2025 in the Rear View Mirror

Welcome to the December newsletter. We decided to move this month’s
communication back a couple of weeks to land at the end of the year and do
a bit of a recap since 2025 was a pivotal year for IGSHPA in many ways ...

2025 Annual Conference

IGSHPA held its first annual conference “on its own” (that was not part of the
NGWA conference) and partnered with GAOI (Geothermal Alliance of lllinois).
In 2025, the conference moved to Spring. It was the most profitable
conference since IGSHPA became an independent trade organization and it
tied for the largest attendance since 2021. The 2026 conference promises to
be an even bigger success. Don’t miss out on opportunities to present as a
speaker, to sponsor, exhibit, or attend the workshops April 13-15, 2026. See

article below on the charity golf event on the 13t

2025 Bi-national Design & Installation Standard

Also in 2025, IGSHPA sunset the 2017 Design & Installation Standards and
adopted the bi-national (U.S./Canada) CSA/ANSI/IGSHPA C448:25 standard,
promoting consistency in GSHP applications in North America. All of the new
training and certification programs are based upon the 2025 edition of the
standard. If you don't have a copy, you will want to purchase one at the
IGSHPA member price (US$175), saving $75.

All new Training and Certification Program
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The biggest accomplishment in the five years that IGSHPA has been
independent was completion of a 2-1/2 year project for a new
curriculum/certification program. The new program consists of more than 20
new courses, both online, self-paced and instructor-led (in-person or virtual).
The designer and inspector courses are ANSI/CSA accredited with the option
for a bi-national certification upon successfully completing the exam. Train-
the-trainer courses were held to bring trainers up to speed on the new
curriculum. The old curriculum has now been sunset. The New Year starts
with availability for all new courses and certification/certificate exams.

Other milestones

IGSHPA had a 45% growth in business members in 2025, compared to 2024,
the highest number of business members since IGSHPA became an
independent non-profit in 2020. Of course, we still need a LOT more
businesses in the directory to match up potential customers with members.
For example, we currently have 81 HVAC contractors in 50 U.S. states and 10
Canadian provinces, leaving a lot of “gaps” in coverage. The directory is an
inexpensive way to get the word out about your products and services by
becoming an IGSHPA member, while helping fund IGSHPA's projects to grow
the GSHP industry.

Another milestone included changes to the U.S. tax code. Even though the
residential tax credits will expire at the end of this year, legislation created an
exemption from the longstanding IRS policy known as the limited-use
property doctrine to allow third-party ownership, which could open enormous
opportunities for utilities, developers, builders, ESCOs and other financial
institutions to take advantage of the benefits of GSHP technology, while
lowering the initial investment for building owners. Read IGSHPA Board Chair,
Jack DiEnna's article on the IGSHPA blog.

Often times overlooked, are the numerous incentive programs on a
state/provincial level. For example, in New York state, the Clean Heat Program
provides up to $10,000 in incentives for residential applications; the Home
Renovation Savings Program in Ontario provides up to $12,000 for residential
retrofit installations; incentives up to $24,500 with interest-free financing are
part of the Efficiency Manitoba Affordable Home Energy Program; and that’s
just three examples! Don't forget to check on utility and government
incentives in your local area.
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The opportunities for this industry to experience large-scale growth have
never been better as we move into 2026 with new training/certification
programs, a new design and installation standard for consistency of
applications, and IGSHPA members promoting the technology! Thank you for
your support in 2025. | look forward to working with you in the New Year!
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Sincerely,

Jeff Hammond
Executive Director

International Ground Source Heat Pump Association
jeff@igshpa.org
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Whew, what a year! 2025 is essentially over and it was, as usual, a roller
coaster for those of us in the geothermal industry. The first half of the year
for GeoExchange was a blur of Capitol Hill visits, where we met with dozens
of Republican offices in a valiant, but ill-fated, attempt to protect the Section
25D federal residential tax credits. Many offices expressed their support for
the industry but said their hands were tied by leadership and the White



House.

Ultimately, Congress' urge to eliminate home solar credits was stronger than
the legislative affinity for geo incentives for homeowners. This was a big
disappointment for us but there were some silver linings in the Big Beautiful
Bill. The Section 48 commercial Investment Tax Credit was preserved until
2035 with no changes from the Inflation Reduction Act. Schools, churches,
hospitals, and other non-profit entities large and small can take advantage of
direct pay for the credit. And in a major victory on the part of GeoExchange,
we have unlocked leasing of geo systems for the first time ever. Dandelion
Energy announced their partnership in Upstream Lease recently and is
bringing affordable geo to homeowners in the Northeast. Others are sure to
follow.

Beyond Washington, there were other major achievements for the industry.
Thermal Energy Networks continue to proliferate throughout the country. Our
friends at HEET just had their project to expand Eversource Energy's TEN
approved for funding by the Department of Energy. So many other TENs are in
the works it is hard to keep up.

Geothermal Renewable Energy Credits had a banner year with program
advancement in Virginia and a hard won legislative victory in lllinois. GRECs
have the potential to more than compensate for the loss of 25D. And
GeoExchange is set to pursue GRECs in a handful of other states in 2026.

Speaking of 2026, it is going to be a big year for us! To learn more about our
plans, please look out for IGSHPA's Geo Outlook magazine set for release in
late January or early February. Have you purchased an advertisement for your
company in Geo Outlook yet? There is still time and we need your support!
Please contact info@igshpa.org to reserve your spot. Best wishes for a
peaceful and restful holiday season to all!

Ryan Dougherty
Executive Director
Geothermal Exchange Organization

2026 Keynote Speaker Announced!
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Steve is the founder and CEO of Serenbe, the
biophilic wellness community leading the wellness
real estate and agrihood movements. Created as
a model to demonstrate that preserving 70%
of green space interlaced with agriculture,
housing and retail is not only economically

viable but the future of community wellbeing.

We are excited to announce that Steve Nygren, Founder & CEO
of Serenbe will be the Keynote Speaker for our 2026 Annual
Conference on Wednesday, April 15th!

Steve Nygren is the Founder and CEO of Serenbe, a wellness community
created as a model to demonstrate that preserving green space interlaced
with agriculture, housing and retail is not only economically viable, but the
future of community wellbeing. He is also the author of the forthcoming

book, Start In Your Own Backyard, chronicling the rise of Serenbe and charting
a path for others wishing to challenge the status quo, embrace optimism, and
reinvent their communities...and themselves.

His journey started when he led the effort to create the Chattahoochee Hill
Country Alliance bringing together landowners, developers, and
conservationists for a mutually agreed upon solution for balanced growth
across 40,000 acres. This effort resulted in a historic Georgia land use plan
adopted to preserve 70% of the acreage on the edge of Atlanta while
providing 20% more housing than traditional yield of suburban sprawl. His
work has earned him the Global Wellness Institute’s Leader in Innovation
Award and Southface’'s Argon Award as well as recognition from the Urban
Land Institute and the Atlanta Regional Commission. He was also named
Georgia Trend's 2019 Most Respected Business Leader and the MLK Jr.
Beloved Community Environmental Justice Award in 2025. Steve currently
serves on multiple local and national boards dealing with children, agriculture
and environmental issues including The Ray C. Anderson Foundation,
Children & Nature Network, Chattahoochee Now and The Biophilic Institute.
He is also a Partner at Nygren Placemaking consulting and started his career
as a serial hospitality entrepreneur, having founded the 34-restaurant group,
Peasant Restaurants.
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We Are Still Accepting Abstracts!

Deadline extend to January 9th

We've gone digital this year, which means we can extend the deadline for
abstract submissions! Without a printed Conference Guide, we’re able to
accept abstracts closer to the event since we no longer need advance time
for printing the final schedule. So get your abstract submitted and get ready
to meet us "near" St. Louis!

As an IGSHPA presenter, you have the opportunity to not only share your
expertise and experience but receive feedback and learn from other subject
matter experts. We are planning on eight tracks for 2026 and have developed
some of the topics as guidelines that will help create a wealth of information
exchange. Please go to https://igshpa.org/2026-speaker-abstracts/ to submit
your abstract by track by Friday, January 9, 2026. Presenters will be
notified by January 23, 2026, with a response on your submission.

NOTE: Presentation time slots are 45 minutes (including Q&A).
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Go to https://igshpa.org/2026-igshpa-annual-
conference/ for all things Conference!
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Exhibit With Us!

Spots are starting to fill up so be sure to reserve your exhibit space
soon! This year we are featuring a product showcase on the
exhibit hall floor, which gives you an additional opportunity to get
your brand out in front of hundreds of industry stakeholders and
professionals!
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WHY EXHIBIT?

6 April 13th-15th

IGS"PA CONFERENCE st Charles Missouri

() Create impactful

relationships with the
industry’s best! From
geothermal heat pump
installers, manufacturers,
electric utilities, policy makers,
engineers, and more.

) Understand the market with person-
to-person interactions to identify what'’s
really going on in the industry. Create
solutions and partnerships to grow sales,
projects, and companies

Go here to claim your booth:

https://igshpa.org/2026-conference-sponsors-exhibitors/
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For more information and to register go to: https://sgc-
foundation.org/events/stl2026/

2026 Town Hall & Dig Deeper Webinars
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We are currently planning for our 2026 Town Hall and Dig Deeper webinars.
We encourage members to present at these webinars, which is a great way to
stay updated on the latest industry trends and products. To submit an
abstract, go to the events calendar at https://igshpa.org/calendar/. We have
also opened the 2026 webinars for sponsors. Since the webinars are
recorded, your logo stays around for a LONG time! Plus, your logo appears in
the e-mail campaigns and on social media, promoting the webinars. At

only $400 per webinar, it's a real bargain! Contact us at info@igshpa.org for
more details.

January Town Hall

Join us on January 14, 2026, for Greg Kurtz's presentation, What's
Happening with IGSHPA's Accredited Installer Course?.

Join us for an in depth look at how IGSHPA's most popular course over the
years, Accredited Installer, will be transitioning to a new job-based modular
approach that will enhance workforce development and help the industry
grow with more focused training. Greg Kurtz, IGSHPA's Technical Director, will
discuss options for individuals currently certified, as well as opportunities for
upgrading to new certifications or maintaining both. Greg will also make
recommendations on how utility and state/provincial incentive programs can
ensure that their programs focus on quality design and installation of GSHP
systems by making it easier for more people to enter the industry. Finally,
Greg will take questions from attendees to help everyone understand the
benefits of the changes to IGSHPA's training and certification programs.

Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/52846e5b-e072-
408b-acd4-5b2c676874fd@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215
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Greg Kurtz is the Technical Director at the r ‘ ,

International Heat Pump Association (IGSHPA). He |
has over 40 years of experience in the ground
source heat pump industry including past positions
at WaterFurnace, ClimateMaster, Enertech,
FHP/Bosch NA Thermal Technologies, and Geo-Flo,
as well as experience in commercial pool
dehumidification equipment for PoolPak. He
owned/operated a HVAC contracting business
early in his career that installed GSHPs. Greg
serves as the staff liaison for our Standards and
Training Committees coordinating curriculum
development and IGSHPA technical resources.

January Dig Deeper

Join us on January 23, 2026 for Gaylord Olson's presentation, Recent
Simulations and Comparisons of Multi-source and Conventional GSHP
Systems.

A recent paper by authors in Norway and China is the first to show that a
multi-source heat pump can be better than any conventional geothermal
system since the ground loop size can be greatly reduced and the electricity
use is low enough to give a lower total cost of ownership over 20 years. This
paper used TRNSYS software to simulate a multi-family building in Oslo,
Norway over a 20 year time. Considering five different multi-source
configurations using various air source and solar thermal elements, the best
of these configurations was found to be a combination of a dry cooler along
with a conventional borehole heat exchange array. The most significant
findings from this paper will be described along with some possible improved
configurations that will be useful for all climates and ranges of size, including
very large scale thermal energy networks.

Register here: https://events.teams.microsoft.com/event/b4b92394-512a-
4cd3-8b4d-ccdfa3cd9e9b@f1e07cce-deb4-42b9-b3b3-b147b8a11215

Gaylord Olson is an independent consultant
and inventor with engineering degrees from
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South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology and UCLA. He is a member of the
Industrial Advisory Committee for
Mechanical Engineering at Temple University
in Philadelphia. He is the inventor or co-
inventor of 12 patents with several recent
patents related to multi-source heat pumps,
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underground thermal energy storage and o K
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solar thermal energy collection. He is a

member of the International Ground Source

Heat Pump Association, NY-Geo, ASHRAE, the American Solar Energy Society,
and the Northeast Sustainable Energy Association.

Upcoming Events

January 15, 2026: 10 Essential Details of Hydronic Heat Pump Systems
Webinar- hosted by Enertech- Heat pumps are not boilers... They have
specific requirements for flow, water temperatures, and other design
considerations. When designing a hydronic “balance-of-system” that will be
paired with an air-to-water or water-to-water heat pump it’'s essential to
respect those details to optimize the heat pump’s performance. This webinar
will show 10 specific details, explain why accounting for them is necessary,
and point to what could happen if they are ignored. Register here:
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/39128918553312302977
source=IGSHPA

January 15-23, 2026: GSHP Commercial Systems Design Workshop-
Virtual- Participate in an instructor-led, interactive workshop where you will
design your own GSHP commercial system. You will work through a
comprehensive process to strengthen your skills and elevate your GSHP
system designs.

With this training format, attendees participate in live, instructor-led sessions
virtually via desktop or laptop. Please note that tablets and other mobile
devices are not compatible, and all sessions are in Eastern Standard Time.
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This 4-day workshop will take place from January 15-16 and January 22-
23, 2026. Special rates available for IGSHPA Members. Register here:
https://www.csagroup.org/store/product/40000020/
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